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Front Cover 
Volunteers for the Duck and Hum Lakes Trail 
Project.  Back row, from left to right, Scott 
Acker, Jeff Halligan, David Hayes, Sam Hescock, 
Sally Ferguson, Jenni Blake, and John 
McCarthy. Front row, from left to right, Mike 
Medberry, Zac Crist, and Clem Pope. 

A Letter From the 
President 
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Sally Ferguson, President 

On June 15, 2010 Idaho Trails Association held its first official board 
meeting and by the end of August had successfully completed its first 
two projects: six miles of trail were restored on the Payette National 
Forest and in the Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness; 370 downed trees were 
removed using cross-cut saws, 24 volunteers contributed 750 hours.  
With these accomplishments a new era of trail stewardship in Idaho was 
launched! 
 

L¢!Ωǎ mission is expansive and ambitious: to become a caretaker of 
LŘŀƘƻΩǎ hiking trails through stewardship, community building, 
education, preservation, protecting access and advocacy.  While the 
vision is as large and grand as LŘŀƘƻΩǎ backcountry, the resources, 
enthusiasm, commitmentτas well as a big backlog of trail projects 
across the stateτare within reach. 
 

We are extremely grateful to REI, the US Forest Service, Selway-
Bitterroot Foundation, Friends of Scotchmen Peak Wilderness, 
Southwest Idaho RC&D, Student Conservation Association, Idaho 
Conservation League, The Wilderness Society, and many exceptional 
individuals for the generous support that has been critical to our success 
in 2010. The most important resources we will need to accomplish our 
2011 goals are these valuable community, corporate, individual and 
agency partnerships. 
 

I extend warmest thanks to the ITA Board of Directors and Advisory 
Board, whom I have found to be inspiring to work with! They are a 
focused, accomplished group of high-energy individuals who have 
generously shared a wealth of professional and personal expertise, 
never hesitating in their commitment to ITA. 
 

We are proud of L¢!Ωǎ ambitious 2011 slate of trail projects, focused on 
the quiet solitude of the backcountry and located in some of the 
prettiest landscapes ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ever see in our great state. These include the 
new Wewukiye Trail, near Warm Lake, on the Boise National Forest, Big 
Jacks Creek in the BLM-managed Owyhee Canyonlands Wilderness, 
projects in the Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness, and on the Payette and 
Idaho Panhandle National Forests. 
 

L¢!Ωǎ 2010 accomplishments set the bar for even more great work in 
2011τǿŜΩƭƭ see you on the trail! 

 



                         http://www.facebook.com/IdahoTrailsAssociation 
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Our Mission 
 
The Idaho ¢Ǌŀƛƭǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ LŘŀƘƻΩǎ ƘƛƪƛƴƎ 
trails. 
 

Purpose 
 
¢ƻ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ LŘŀƘƻΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƪƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƛƭǎΣ ǘƘŜ LŘŀƘƻ 
Trails Association brings together citizens and develops partnerships to foster:  
 
Å Care-taking ƻŦ LŘŀƘƻΩǎ ƘƛƪƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƛƭ 

construction, and maintenance. 
Å Development of traditional trails maintenance skills. 
Å Understanding and appreciation, through education, ƻŦ LŘŀƘƻΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ 

resources. 
Å PreservationΣ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ LŘŀƘƻΩǎ ƘƛƪƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ 

advocacy. 

Blaze a 
Trail 
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info@IdahoTrailsAssociation.org 

Trail Stewards 
 
Faced with declining budgets, state and 
federal land managers are increasingly 
relying on volunteers to help maintain 
the trails that we all love and enjoy. 
 
To the right, Sam Hescock, Zac Crist, and Jeff 
Halligan work to remove a downed tree across 
the Hum Lake Trail on the Payette National 
Forest. 

 

Accomplishments ς 2010 
 
Å ITA incorporated 
Å Ten volunteers cleared and maintained three miles of trail to Duck and Hum 

Lakes on the Payette National Forest. 
Å Cosponsored the Dan Ridge Trail Project with the Selway Bitterroot Foundation. 

Fourteen volunteers cleared three miles of trail. 
Å Removed 370 downed trees for across trails. 
Å Cleaned out 73 water drain bars. 
Å Over 750 volunteer hours for both projects. 
Å The Northern and Intermountain Regions of the U.S. Forest Service provided ITA 

with our first grant, totaling $10,000. 
Å The Boise REI store granted ITA another $10,000 for trail projects in 2011. 
Å Developed a strategic plan to guide our development and growth. 
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http://www.IdahoTrailsAssociation.org 

Partnerships 
 
Without our partners, our work would 
ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ  5ǳǊƛƴƎ L¢!Ωǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ 
we partnered with a few organizations 
that were critical to our success. 
 
For example, our friends at the Selway 
Bitterroot Foundation graciously 
organized and managed a project on the 
Clearwater National Forest, cosponsored 
by ITA. The Central Idaho Recreation 
Coalition partnered with ITA on the Duck 
and Hum Lakes Trail Project.  Both the 
Clearwater and Payette National Forest 
provided support with crew leaders and 
staff. 
 
ITA also received critical financial support 
from the Northern and Intermountain 
Regions of the Forest Service, REI and 
The Wilderness Society. 
 
Finally, the Student Conservation 
Association generously donated 40 hard 
hats to ITA for our trail work. 
 
To the left, Eric Melson with the Selway 
Bitterroot Foundation and volunteers Bob Barry 
and John McCarthy clear a downed tree from the 
Dan Ridge Trail in the Selway-Bitterroot 
Wilderness. 
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Financial Report 

Revenues 

Forest Service 
$10,000 REI 

$10,934 

The Wilderness Society 
$2,000 

Expenses 

AHS* Alliance Membership Dues $50.00 

Other Expenses $0.00 

Total $50.00 

*American Hiking Society. 

Expenses for 2010 are significantly lower than 
revenues because the majority of the funds 
raised in 2010 will be expended in 2011.  



Take a Hike 
 
ITA was established to promote the 
ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ LŘŀƘƻΩǎ 
backcountry on foot. In an age of ever-
expanding technological advances and 
modern conveniences, its more 
important than ever to maintain natural 
connections between ourselves and the 
outdoors. Enjoyment of quiet trails is 
part of our heritage and our future. 
 
To the right, a family hikes past ITA volunteer, 
David Hayes on the Duck Lake Trail, Payette 
National Forest. 
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New Year Resolutions 
 
ÅHire a Project Coordinator. 
ÅOrganize six volunteer trail stewardship 

projects on Forest Service and Bureau of Land 
Management lands. 

ÅDevelop a new website. 
ÅOffer online membership enrollment and 

electronic donations. 
ÅObtain 501(c)(3) tax exempt status. 
ÅRaise funds for an executive director, to be 

hired in 2012. 
 

2011 Trail Projects 
 

1. Beehive Lakes Trail 
Maintenance 

2. Rattle Ridge Trail 
Reconstruction 

3. Dan Ridge Trail 
Clearing, Phase Two 
(Organized by SBF) 

4. Kennally Creek Trail 
Maintenance 

5. Wewukiye Trail 
Construction 

6. Cooked River Trail 
Reconstruction 

7. Big Jacks Trail 
Maintenance 
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