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The Idaho Trails Association promotes the continued 

enjoyment of Idaho’s hiking trails. 

Exciting Slate of Volunteer 

Projects Planned This Summer 
By: Alisha Pena 

 

Proud volunteers show off their work at the Crooked River 
Trailhead on the Boise National Forest. 

This year we have an exciting slate of trail projects 

planned, including several legendary wilderness 

trails.  Whether you can commit for a day or a 

week, have never touched a set of loppers or are a 

master in the art of the cross-cut, we have a project 

for you!  It is a privilege to have access to such great 

trails in the State of Idaho and many of us might not 

even think about the work that goes into 

maintaining them.  Show your Idaho trails some 

love and sign up for a project.  

June 2nd is National Trails Day! Come join us on 

the 0.5 mile Tindall Trail in the Bruneau-Jarbridge 

Rivers Wilderness. This project offers stunning 

views as we descend to the confluence of Mary’s 

Creek and Sheep Creek.  It is a great project if you 

are curious about ITA’s work but can’t commit for 

one of the longer projects or simply to help get back 

in shape for the upcoming season. 

Join us for an early season project in the Frank 

Church-River of No Return Wilderness from July 

7th-14th.  We will be working on 18.5 miles of trail, 

mostly along Pistol Creek until it reaches the Middle 

Fork Salmon River, clearing deadfall, brushing and, 

time permitting, some tread and drainage work as 

well. 

The Idaho Trails Association is pleased to announce 

that this will be our first year in an ongoing project 

in the Sawtooth Wilderness.  The ITA will be 

responsible for maintaining 25 miles of one of the 

most popular trails in Idaho—the Alice-Toxaway 

Loop.  From July 16th-23rd, we will be setting up 

camp at Toxaway Lake and dividing up work on the 

trail systems between eight of the lakes in the area.  

This will include grub work, widening the trail prism, 

and rock removal as well as general maintenance, 

like cleaning out water bars, cutting out downfall, 

pruning, and cleaning campsites. 

From August 4th-11th, we will have two trail 

projects in the Frank Church-River of No Return 

Wilderness.  Our work on South Fork Camas Creek 

will include 16 miles of trail-clearing work between 

the South Fork Transfer Camp Trailhead and the 

Meyer’s Cove Trailhead.  Marble Creek will be a bit 

more of a challenge, with big changes in elevation 

over the 17 miles of trail work.  We will be doing 

tread work, logging out, brushing, and maybe even 

some crib wall reconstruction. 

Join us in the Payette National Forest from August 

16th-19th as we work on nine miles of trail in the 
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Duck and Hum lake area.  This project is a 

continuation of the Idaho Trails Association’s first 

ever trail project, on the North Fork Lick Creek 

Trail.  Our work will focus on the switchbacks on the 

west side of the saddle and portions of long-

neglected trail. 

Gant Ridge is our last project of the season in the 

Frank Church-River of No Return Wilderness from 

August 18th-25th.  Don’t be threatened by the big 

elevation change in this project since the 17 miles 

of trail work will be mostly downhill following the 

ridgeline.  Along the way, we will be logging out and 

repairing tread. 

For a unique experience, join us on the Wewukiye 

Trail Construction from August 24th-26th.  We 

hope to finish another 2.5 miles of new trail and 

touch up on parts of the existing trail system.  When 

finished, this 17 mile trail for hikers and mountain 

bikers will connect Warm Lake to Vulcan Hot 

Springs. 

Finally, we are hopeful to offer another trail project 

this summer on the Idaho Panhandle National 

Forests.  Provided the Forest Service receives 

funding for the project, ITA will be looking for 

volunteers to help improve the Lightning Mountain 

Trail System in the Scotchman Peaks.  More 

information will be available on our website when 

we know whether or not we will move forward with 

the project. 

GET INVOLVED 

Signup to volunteer: 
 
http://www.IdahoTrailsAssociation.org 
Click on the link for “Events” 

Learn more: 
 
Send an e-mail to 
Trails@IdahoTrailsAssociation.org 

 

An Interview with Guidebook 

Author, Scott Marchant 
By: Alisha Pena 

In March, I sat down with hiking guidebook author, 

Scott Marchant to discuss his experiences hiking in 

Idaho.  We also discussed his newest book, The 

Hiker’s Guide to Greater Boise.  His new book will 

be released this spring, at the Boise Farmer’s 

Market on April 21st. 

We know that you came from Florida, how 

did you get into hiking and end up in Idaho? 

I went to college in Reno.  But I grew up in Florida, 

and it’s pretty flat.  I think the highest point is below 

500’ above sea level.  I went to Reno and I saw the 

Sierras, and I’d never seen anything like it.  From 

there I moved to Colorado and California for several 

years.  You know, I had a family and we needed to 

go somewhere slower, leave the big city.  I knew I 

wanted to stay West of Denver.  We looked at the 

state map of Idaho, and I saw all the national 

forests, and that was a selling point.  It really had a 

lot to do with the national forests being such a high 

percentage of the state. 

So you’ve done a lot of hiking in Nevada, 

California, and Colorado.  How would you 

compare the trails in Idaho to the ones in 

other states? 

I would say the biggest thing that I notice is the 

rawness of the trails, which I like.  They don’t seem 

to be as maintained.  Well, some of them are, but in 

general, if you were to generalize the trails in 

California and Colorado for instance, they might be 

better signed and in better condition.  A lot of the 

trails don’t allow motorized use.  So some of our 

trails that get a lot of motorized use can get ruts, 

and then if they’re not maintained, when there’s 

drainage it makes them worse, and then you have 

to hike around it and that makes the trail wider.  A 

lot of it isn’t signed.  That is probably one of the 

http://www.idahotrailsassociation.org/
mailto:Trails@IdahoTrailsAssociation.org
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biggest differences.  But I like that in a way because 

then I have to figure out where I am.  There is that 

element of being an explorer. 

Many of our members are already seasoned 

hikers.  Are there any areas you would 

recommend to our members? 

I know most of the trails in central Idaho.  I tend to 

stay off motorized trails.  A lot of times I find trails 

just by driving down a dirt road.  I remember one 

time going into a store at the intersection by Black 

Creek Road as I was researching hikes.  The fire 

crew was in there, and they were all black from 

being out fighting fire all day.  I asked one of the 

workers about some hikes in the area, and the guy 

said, “this guy lives just two miles down the road 

here” and he told me there were only two hikes you 

really want to know in this area.  That’s how I found 

them.  One is Lava Mountain and the other is Corral 

Creek.  I hadn’t seen them anywhere.  No one had 

ever published them and they’re great hikes.  In 

fact, Lava Mountain is one of the top ten wildflower 

hikes.  Those hikes I’m not sure a lot of people 

would be familiar with.  I would say in each book 

there are many hikes that a lot of people wouldn’t 

be familiar with.  Some I’ve found just driving down 

a road.  It may not be marked, but there is a user 

sign.  And so sometimes I’ve hiked down one, and 

realize that I don’t want to continue.  Other times 

you go, and wow, they are incredible. 

You’ve already self-published your previous 

three books.  Are there any big changes 

from the previous ones? 

I would say the biggest change is that I’ve added 

dispersed camping.  You know, in a lot of these 

places if you go out outside of Idaho City there 

aren’t a lot of hotels.  If you are an hour from Idaho 

City, a lot of people want to car camp.  So I mention 

great spots that might not be a campground, but 

they are near a trailhead or even eight trailheads.  A 

lot of times people want to go out for the weekend, 

and they may not want to backpack, but they want 

to have that outdoors experience.  I also have a 

section on hiking with children.  I talk a little bit 

about nature deficit disorder and how to engage 

kids in the wilderness, and really it comes down to 

involving them when they’re young.  No forced 

marches.  Let them bring a camera and take 

pictures. 

You can see the full interview on the ITA website at 

www.IdahoTrailsAssociation.org.  For more 

information on Scott and where you can buy his 

books, check out his website www.hikingidaho.com. 

About Our Supporters 
We would like to thank REI, the U.S. Forest Service, 

the National Forest Foundation, and our members 

for their generous financial support, which makes 

our work possible! 

REI is a national outdoor retailer co-op dedicated to 

inspiring, educating and outfitting its members and 

the community for a lifetime of outdoor adventure 

and stewardship. Founded in 1938 by a group of 

Pacific Northwest mountaineers seeking quality 

outdoor equipment, REI is committed to promoting 

environmental stewardship and increasing access to 

outdoor recreation through volunteerism, gear 

donations and financial contributions. 

The Northern and Intermountain Regions of the U.S. 

Forest Service, Department of Agriculture, 

recreation and trails program mission, in part, is to 

support the Idaho Trails Association in the 

formulation of cooperative partnerships in the 

management, operation, and maintenance of trails 

on National Forest System Lands. 

The National Forest Foundation, chartered by 

Congress, engages America in community-based 

and national programs that promote the health and 

public enjoyment of the 193-million acre National 

Forest System, and accepts and administers private 

gifts of funds and land for the benefit of the 

National Forests.

http://www.idahotrailsassociation.org/
http://www.hikingidaho.com/
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It’s almost hiking season. 

For your safety and their safety, please don’t feed wild animals. 

 


